BRITISH COMMUNITY COMMITTEE OF FRANCE
Quarterly Meeting
Wednesday 20th January 2021
‘Zoom’ Video Conference
DRAFT MINUTES

The Chairman welcomed members to the meeting.
1.

Presence
See Annex 1, pages 7 and 8

2.

Apologies for absence
See Annex 1, page 9

3.

Minutes of the Quarterly Meeting held on Wednesday 14th October 2020
Approved

4.

Any matters arising
None

5.

Chairman’s report
The Chairman welcomed Philippa Tomlin from the British Embassy who will provide
additional details for the Brexit report.

6.

Vice Chairman’s Report and Brexit Update
Christopher began by reminding members that the transition period came to an end at
midnight CET on 31st December 2020. Since then a number of negative consequences have
been seen, mainly in the areas of personal travel between the UK and EU, and friction that
wasn’t there before in the movement of goods between the UK and the EU, as well as
between GB and Northern Ireland. This was partly due to lorries being stuck in Kent before
Christmas, followed by France closing the border after the new Covid variant was identified,
and lorries being in the wrong places. In January friction has been caused by the time taken
for inspections as lorries arrive in France and because too many lorries from the UK do not
have the correct documents and so are turned back at Dover or Folkestone. Animal, plant and
food exports to France, Ireland and the rest of the EU are particularly affected because the
importer must first have each consignment inspected, for a fee, at the Border Control Post
before the goods can be submitted to the customs authorities for clearance, which is an
entirely separate procedure. These inspections can take several days.
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Before the end of the transition period on 31st December, the cliff hanger about whether or not
there would be a deal came to a conclusion on Christmas Eve with the signing of the Trade
and Cooperation Agreement (TCA). Although this is not a perfect agreement in many
respects, and represents a significant loss of benefits to industry, agriculture and fisheries as
well as business in general, it is vastly better than the absolute catastrophe that ‘no deal’
would have been. It is, provided that the EU’s rules of origins are respected, a zero quotas,
zero tariff agreement.
Chain retailers have been badly hit by this in cases where they import merchandise from the
rest of the world, repackage it and then export it to an EU country as British goods. This falls
foul of the EU rules of origin conditions, because insufficient local transformation of the
product has taken place so import duty has to be paid.
Regarding citizens’ rights, the Ministère de l’Intérieur’s application website for the new,
compulsory, post-Brexit residence permits opened on 19th October. The BCC published a
“how to” guide on the British in France website, with the Ministère’s list of necessary
documents. The procedure is fully documented on the British Embassy’s Living in France
website at gov.uk/guidance/living-in-france#visas-and-residency. By 15th January, three
months after opening, the site has received 85,000 applications. Anyone hesitant about
applying should be made aware that they must apply by 1st July in order to have the
documents in their possession by 1st October. Dual nationals do not need the Working
Agreement Residence Permit. However, if waiting for French Nationality such British
residents have the right to, and should, apply.
A meeting with the Ministère de l’Intérieur on 20th January confirmed that applications are
being treated, and up to 50% of decisions have been made in larger Préfectures. No one has
been rejected. There have been one or two teething issues as Préfectures become familiar with
the new rules. The RSA resources issue appears to have been resolved. For those with family
members who are third country nationals, the same rules established under the WA will apply
but these applications will be dealt with directly by Préfectures and not via the website of the
Ministère de l’Intérieur. The need for certified translations is not specified on the website and
if they can Préfectures will accept original documents in English: however, the French
authorities retain the right to request translations. People who have previously been French
residents and who are returning to France after an absence of up to five years, can apply for
the Residents’ Permit if they return before the end of June. After that date they will need to go
via the Préfecture for the WA Residence Permit. Frontier workers, who live outside France
and commute into France as a Frontier worker, can continue to obtain a Frontier Worker
Permit from their Préfecture before 1st July.
Other problem areas:
Airlines, Eurostar, Eurotunnel
Some UK nationals residing in France and other EU Member States such as Spain, Sweden
and others were refused entry on their return from a Christmas holiday in the UK, and were
either denied boarding at a UK airport or refused entry on arrival and forced to return to the
UK.
Some Border guards have been treating UK Nationals covered by the WA as if they live in the
UK and are subject to the 90 day in any 180 day rule (which they are not) and are stamping
passports. In theory this starts the countdown and after 90 days these people could be accused
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of being in France illegally. Travellers are advised to be proactive, providing proof of
residence when presenting their passport and shouldn’t wait to be asked. The Schengen
Border Code has clear instructions on whose passports should be stamped and whose not. The
government and the Embassy have worked hard to inform concerned parties. If a passport is
incorrectly stamped for a French resident the stamp is null and void and will not affect WA
rights. Most issues have been resolved and there is no need for alarm.
Healthcare :
S1s – some CPAMs are incorrectly asking for an « updated » S1 form, thereby putting France
in breach of the Withdrawal Agreement. The Embassy has good communication with the
French Health Ministry and is working with them to rectify these cases many of which occur
through misunderstandings.
EHICs, GHICs – The WA specifically protects existing EHICs. There will automatically be
a new GHIC for UK residents once their EHIC has expired. The Embassy is working with the
French authorities to update websites.
Driving Licences – UK driving licences will be recognised in France until 31st December
2021 and visitors to the UK with an EU licence can continue to drive without additional
paperwork for the time being. Work on what the exchange process will look like is on going
and there are discussions between France and the UK on a possible bilateral agreement.
UK bank accounts – financial services were not covered in the Christmas Eve Trade and Cooperation Agreement. Some UK banks have informed some customers with UK bank
accounts living in France that their accounts will be closed. This is worrying some residents
that their accounts may be closed without warning. One member reported that overdraft
facilities have been stopped. There is some suggestion that UK banks may charge more for
transfers to EU based accounts: however the UK remains in SEPA, within which transfers
should be free of charge.
Money and Pensions Guidance Service can be found on the Embassy’s ‘Living in France’
guide.
Pets - A pet passport issued by France or another EU member state, can be used to travel with
a pet to Great Britain and elsewhere in the EU. A GB-issued EU pet passport is not valid for
travel to the EU or Northern Ireland.
Personal Imports – there may be demands for French VAT and possibly customs duty on
goods ordered from the UK to be delivered to France. It appears there may be issues with
goods being sent the other way, in that it is more complicated and more expensive than before
Christmas.
Families with non-UK members – the Immigration Act passed into law last year.
British in Europe continues to monitor all these problem areas in all EU27 member states, and
you can read updates at britishineurope.org
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WEBSITES and USEFUL LINKS
Please see Annex 2 on page 10
Questions on the Brexit report
The ‘Carte Vitale’: Contributors to the French Social Security system should not have their
Carte Vitale blocked under the WA, whether insured within the French or UK system.
There is reciprocal health care for as long as you live in France. If a problem arises the first
point of call should be the local CPAM Office. If that fails, the Embassy could be contacted.
Marcus Moore had been told that the Carte Vitale was only for those in the French system.
That is not the understanding of the Embassy. The Carte Vitale is proof of your rights but a
‘S1’ is necessary. Information on this can be found on the Embassy’s video and the Ameli
website. Mike Smith was not sure how one could obtain health care in the UK. The NHS
Overseas Healthcare team is responsible for this. A copy of the ‘S1’ is required to be taken to
the UK to present if you need healthcare treatment.
The Embassy organises Outreach meetings via Microsoft Teams once a month. A panel,
which includes the Ambassador, answers questions. Prior registration is online.
During the three other weeks in the month there is a Facebook Q and A. Questions submitted
on a Monday receive replies by Thursday.
The Embassy is producing an information document in French which will be on the website.
In addition, they are producing a wider information document printed in English and French.
Associations will be invited to ask for copies to distribute to members.
People with both French and British passports have completely free choice to use which ever
they prefer at any particular time.
7.

Treasurer’s Report
The accounts attached to the notice of meeting have been prepared as at 31st December 2020.
Although they have not yet been audited, it is expected these will also be the final annual
accounts that will be presented to the AGM.
In terms of income, subscriptions remain at a similar level to 2019. Two members resigned,
but we were joined by three new members. Two members paid the late renewal fee. The
member who has, for several years, given a significant donation to the BCC was unable to do
so in this year of uncertainty caused by Covid-19. Subscription income ended almost the same
as in 2019 as a new advertiser replaced one who did not continue in 2020. Overall, our
income was €410 down on the previous year.
Directory expenditure is slightly lower than last year, mostly relating to distribution costs as
the preparation of a PDF version means that a number of members have indicated they will
not require printed copies this year. The printing and distribution costs are accrued at 31st
December 2020 as the booklet will only be printed when we are certain of how distribution
can be carried out.
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The main change in the accounts from 2019 is the significant increase in donations made,
relating to the BCC Support Fund in which three member associations each received €2,000
towards funding of their activities relating to Brexit and Covid-19 support.
Travel costs were inevitably down from 2019 as the lockdowns and other restrictions meant
meetings were on Zoom and did not require travel.
This leads to a deficit for the year of €6,106 and reserves at the end of the year of €15.337.
This is sufficiently close to the estimate given in the September report of €15,100 that no
further explanations are provided.
8.

Reports from the Executive Committee
None

9.

Reports from regions
Hauts de France

See Annex 3, page 11

Lyon

See Annex 4, pages 12 and 13

Margaret Marret also reported that Simon Wesley has replaced Brian Rosen, who resigned for
health reasons, as deputy Regional Representative for Lyon. Margaret has been grateful to
Brian for his advice and support since 2010 and is looking forward to working with Simon.
The R.B.L. Standard Bearer attended one ceremony around 11th November, otherwise all their
activities have been via ‘Zoom’.
10.

News from member organisations
John Hardy from Château de Thoiry Cricket Club reported that they no longer have access to
a ground and are currently looking for a new ground or space to play on.
Richard Hallows from the BCF thanked the BCC for their welcome grant of 2000€ which has
been put to good use.
Sonia Yazidi introduced herself as Vice-Chair representing the Lib Dems in France.
Mike Smith, the new President of France/Grande Bretagne reported that their many activities
have been on ‘Zoom’.
Richard Neave, Vice Chairman of RBL Paris, thanked members for their support of the Poppy
Appeal fundraising, although sadly receipts were down. He also announced some changes to
the RBL which is modifying its title, badge and plaque. There are currently no events but they
will be producing a booklet for their imminent 100th anniversary.
Iain Hutton introduced himself as the new Director General HBHC. Their status with the
Cognacq Jay has been clarified. The HBHC is now very clearly a British Charity and no
longer has any management links to the hospital, which is managed by the French Health
Service.
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11. Applications to join BCC
‘Message’ Mothers’ Support Group Paris.
Many members reported on the excellent work that Message achieve. Approved unanimously.

12.

Next Quarterly Meeting
This will normally be the AGM, the date and details are to be confirmed.

13. Any other business.
Andrew Simpkin asked if members have advice about Insurance for Associations. The BCC
does not negotiate collectively for Associations.
The Chairman thanked members again for joining and wished everyone a pleasant evening
and safe days ahead.
Meeting closed 19h32
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Annex 1
Presence
Executive Committee
Howard Norman

Chairman

Chistopher Chantrey

Vice-Chairman

Tony Banton

Treasurer

Louise Cossey
Penny Girinsky
Claire Godfrey
Janet Hadley
Rodney Harper
Muriel Langle
Serena Stern
Bridget Terrel
Individual Elected Members
Carol Amouyel Kent
Susan Cheyne
Margaret Marret
Regional Representatives
Margaret Marret
Tony Banton
Member Associations
Association France Grande Bretagne

Mike Smith

British Charitable Fund

Richard Hallows

British Conservatives in Paris

Rodney Harper

BCCI Lille

Clare Axby
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British Embassy

Philippa Tomlin

British Freemason in France

Christopher Chantrey

British Luncheon 1916

Howard Norman
Annex 1 (continued)

Cambridge Society of Paris

Tony Banton

Cancer Support France

Pamela Combastet

Chateau de Thoiry Cricket Club

John Hardy, Helen Macé

HBHC

Iain Hutton

Hôpital Franco-Britainnique Cognacq-Jay

Charles Wilson

Institute of Directors France

Ijjou Belkacem, Anne Duncan

International Singers Lille Metropole

Tony Banton

Lib Dems France

Sonia Yazidi

Oxford Society, Paris

Carol Amouyel-Kent

PADFAS

Carol Amouyel-Kent

RBL Lyon Liberation

Simon Wesley

RBL Paris

Richard Neave

Royal Society of St George

Andrew Simpkin

Royal School of Church Music

John Crothers

SPRINT

Frances Ryan

SOS Help in English

Christine Payne

TocH

Valerie Chemama

Tower Bridge

Marcus Moore
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Annex 1 (continued)
Apologies for absence
Executive Committee
Claire Godfrey
I.E.M.s
Julie Knapp
George Murray
Independent Accounts Examiner
Chris Fewkes
Member Associations
CIMA

Robin Sweeney

ENVOL

Jane Maurin

English Cathedral Choir

Odile and Christopher Wells

LEGGIES

Pat Richardson

Past and present Rotarians Fellowship, Bergerac

Claire Godfrey

Society of Wallace Fountains

Barbara Lambesis

SSAFA

Elizabeth Reynaud
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Annex 2
WEBSITES and USEFUL LINKS
Decree: https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/jorf/id/JORFTEXT000042538704
Arrêté - lists supporting documents required to apply for the CDS:
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/jorf/id/JORFTEXT000042576710
Translation of the both pieces of legislation available here:
https://www.frenchresidencysupport.org/resources
Voisins Voices Newsletter : https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/voisins-voices-anewsletter-for-the-british-community-in-france (including Top Ten myths and invitations to
two Microsoft Teams meetings, Tuesday 26th January and Wednesday 24th February from
6PM to 7.30PM
Top Ten Questions on Residency on the British Embassy Paris Facebook page
FAQ document on French residency application portal (available through LIG)
We are in the process of updating the informative note (in French) which confirms that UK
nationals and their family members do not need to have a residency permit until 1 October
2021. See here:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/
file/927523/Informative_note_withdrawal_agreement_.pdf
Healthcare video (how to access in France):
https://www.facebook.com/141648805863133/videos/827706777967650
S1 healthcare video:
https://www.facebook.com/ukinfrance/videos/vb.141648805863133/2813712062180071/?typ
e=2&theater
The rules and guidance on posting internationally from England, Scotland and Wales have changed.
Import VAT relief will depend on the value of the goods you are posting. You can refer to
our gov.uk guide for international post users
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/notice-143-a-guide-for-international-postusers/notice-143-a-guide-for-international-post-users
Guidance on banking: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/living-in-france#money-and-tax
Webform: www.gov.uk/contact-consulate-paris (for those CPAM cases)
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Annex 3
BCC member associations in the Hauts de France
An update of recent activities of the five member Associations in the North of France is as follows:
International Singers
Like many groups, the International Singers, based in Lille, has been unable to rehearse or
give any concerts since the first lockdown in March 2020. This has not prevented us from
meeting on line and we had our first ‘rehearsal’ on the 12th of January. When restrictions are
eased, which we hope will be in the Spring, we should be able to get back together and
prepare for a concert in June. In October, our AGM was held on line and a new President and
Secretary were elected. Simon Fletcher, our President over the last fourteen years, stood down
from that role, but remains Musical Director.
Christ Church Lille
Christ Church Lille is still here, still offering services in church and on video - our service of
Nine Lessons and Carols proved hugely popular and almost made up for not being able to
host the real event.
Like everyone else, we’re concerned about loss of income but we’re grateful for the support
we receive.
British Chamber of Commerce & Industry
BCCI continues the regular Zoom meetings in order to keep in touch with members. Thank
you to Embassy team who helped organize a pre-Brexit meeting in December.
Anglican Chaplaincy in the Pas de Calais
The Chaplaincy in the Pas-de-Calais has continued to meet on Zoom every Sunday morning
for a service. In October the churches were open for a brief period. In the run-up to Christmas,
they met every afternoon on Zoom to sing a favourite Christmas carol and there was also an
Advent Bible Study course. Compline (on Zoom of course) continues to prove popular and
takes place every Wednesday at 9 pm. Although it is sad not to be able to meet in our
churches, the Zoom services have been a wonderful way of keeping in touch with those
members of our congregations who live in the UK and have second homes in France and who,
for the time being, are unable to get to France.
British Association of the Côte d’Opale
The end of last year was rather quiet concerning activities but we managed to do our English
book club the last weekend before Christmas in December at Calais library which went down
well. Due to the coronavirus it’s been rather difficult. We did our AGM by Zoom and we’ve
got a new secretary Stephanie Curtet who is doing an amazing job.
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Annex 4
BCC Regional Reports, Lyon Region, January 2021
Association France – Grande-Bretagne, Lyon & Rhône
At present, the English and French Conversation Groups continue to meet by Zoom or by
JITSI MEET, as do the Book Circle and the Poets’ Corner. All other activities had stopped
for safety reasons except for some websites that are included in the Newsletters for people to
review or listen to and watch streaming programs. Mike Smith, President
The English Speaking Families Group Lyon (ESFG) January 2021
The English Speaking Families Group Lyon (ESFG) has been continuing playgroup activities
via Zoom over the last months. A wide range of activities have been organized for a wide
range of children and adults. Activities have included sing-a-longs and readathons for younger
children, treasure hunts and quizzes for older children, bake-a-longs and pub quizzes for
adults. These events have ensured that members can keep in touch throughout these trying
times.
Claire Gonzet Secretary
RAFA BCC Report January 2021
As far as RAFA is concerned there have been no activities at all recently. We had a zoom
committee meeting a few months ago and we are planning to hold our AGM in February, on
zoom of course. I think you know that Sean Brady has become President since Walter Davis’s
death and Brian Millar is now chairman. I am still Secretary but I have found a replacement, a
keen young Frenchman.
Brian Rosen.
The Royal British Legion – Lyon Liberation Branch
At the end of October we held our Annual General Meeting by Zoom. The following officers
were elected to the Committee:
Chairman – Simon Wesley
Vice-Chairman – Brian Rosen
Treasurer – Peter Morgan
Secretary – Mary Vince
Community Support Representative – Sylvie Hood
The Branch Statuts have been updated and the revised version was unanimously approved.
We were pleased to welcome a number of people to the AGM but some Members do find
electronic meetings a little difficult.
Of course, commemorations in Lyon on 03 November and 11 November could not take place.
However, the ceremony at St Germain au Mont d’Or did take place on 14 November. Garth
Drury was able to be present with the Union Jack and Mike Smith laid wreaths not just on
behalf of the RBL but as representative of the British community in Lyon. In total there were
nine people in attendance, all suitably distanced.Our welfare support officer Sylvie Hood has
kept in touch with everyone to identify any persons needing support.
We have held one Committee meeting in November, by Zoom. The Chairman is working
towards increased collaboration with several organisations in order to strengthen our links
with the community in Lyon and Eastern France. This is of particular importance now that
Britain is no longer a part of the EU.
12
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Annex 4 (continued)
As with so many charities, the RBL saw considerably reduced income during 2020 and the
local collection for the Poppy Appeal could not be carried out as usual. That said, £2661
sterling equivalent was raised which includes a donation from our own Branch funds to
further support the Appeal. We thank everyone from the Lyon area who contributed to the
total.
Without the facility to meet up at Christmas, we nonetheless held an Apèro by Zoom on 11
December.
Mary Vince
Royal Scottish Country Dancing Society Report Jan 2021
We have had to put all our activities on hold, due to the pandemic, but we do everything we
can to keep in touch with our members! We have an online class every month, which is also
an opportunity to chat about the latest news and see each other, albeit virtually, and the
international Scottish Country Dancing Federation, the RSCDS, does a wonderful job, with
weekly online classes in English (with over 2,000 members connected across the world) and a
weekly newsletter, packed with information, music and games.
We are all looking forward to getting back to a real life, but in the meantime it is nice, crucial
even, to know that we still form a community.
Laure Gardelle, Delegate
Trinity Church Lyon
After having resumed services again in person over the summer, Trinity Church Lyon is now
back online since the last lockdown. We have held zoom Sunday services every week,
following our usual pattern with a monthly family service which is more inclusive to our
younger members, then alternating between Morning Prayer and Holy Communion where we
share bread online.
We are continuing to hold a 9:30am Morning Prayer zoom every week day, except for
Wednesday when it's at 7:30am.
We have also run zoom activities for the children and young people to help them stay
connected, despite the restrictions in place at the moment.
The TC Everywhere WhatsApp group set up during lockdown is still going strong with a
view to sharing encouraging, uplifting, or practical comments, prayers, chat or videos.
We have been looking out for members of the congregation or anyone we are aware of who
might be getting short on supplies, to support them with extra supplies as much as possible.
We usually run a Simple Table where people bring supplies that can be shared with those of
us who need them.
The prayer team coordinator's email address is shared regularly, so that anyone in need of
prayer can get in touch quickly - emails go out to the team as needed, bringing updates (often
encouraging) and new requests for prayer.
Finally, the biggest news is that we have moved (virtually at least)! When we are able to
safely meet again, our services will be held at the Eglise Réformée, 50 rue Bancel, 69007
Lyon. This will bring us back in to the heart of the city, although as we sometimes say,
Trinity Church Lyon is everywhere since our congregation is so spread out all over the city.
Emilie and the Trinity Team
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